
    

Beating the Odds Beating the Odds Beating the Odds Beating the Odds     
   

CAREERS’ clients, with the support of our dedicated staff, are once again beating the odds.  We all know that 
the economy is down and unemployment is up, but our motivated and dependable clients are continuing to 
work despite the challenging business climate.  While Westchester’s unemployment rate has risen above 8 %, 
less than 1 % of our clients have recently been laid off.  Even though job growth declined in Westchester and 
Putnam Counties in 2008, CAREERS secured 110 new jobs for people with disabilities - a 9 % increase over 
the previous year.  
 
 “Our services are needed now more than ever because people with disabilities are often 
among those hit the hardest during difficult econom ic times,” CAREERS’ Executive Director Tina 
Cornish-Lauria said.  “Our unique personalized support services enable us to successfully meet the needs of 
each of our clients and their employers.  We are thrilled that our current clients continue to be successful and 
that we can provide new jobs for people with disabilities -- even in this difficult economy.”  
 
 In addition to increasing job placements last year, CAREERS also provided services to over 500 people – a 
10% increase over last year. While we are financially stable, the possible decline in federal and state funds 
available to nonprofits, along with an overall decline nationally in donations, makes it more imperative than 
ever that individuals and businesses support us so we can continue to provide our services now, when they 
are needed even more than ever. 
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Robin Baldera is thriving at her job as a  
service clerk with Stop & Shop, White Plains.  

She is one of 110 people CAREERS  
successfully placed in new jobs last year.   

 

CAREERS JOB PLACEMENTS UP IN 2008 : 
 
Supported Work Program :  
⇒ Placed 110 people in new jobs –  
        a 9% increase over the previous year. 
⇒ Provided services to 509 people –  
        a 10% increase. 
 
High School Transition Program : 
⇒ Collaborated with 55 area high schools. 
⇒ Placed 33 students in new jobs –  
        a 10% increase. 
  
Community Transition Program : 
⇒ Provided services to 119 individuals with  
        psychiatric disorders – a 31% increase. 
⇒ Placed 22 of those individuals in new jobs. 
  
Corporate Outreach Program:  
⇒ Met with 227 local businesses –  a 75%  
        increase. 
⇒ Placed 35 people within local businesses –  
        a 66% increase. 

A one-time $250 economic recovery payment will  
be delivered to Social Security and SSI recipients 

this year under a provision of The American  
Recovery and Reinvestment Act signed by  

President Obama in February. 



*** * BRAVO! * * * BRAVO! * * * BRAVO! * *   
News of Achievements in the Workplace 

 
Bravo to Richard Giamelli  – Richard received the Employee 
of the Month Award from Staples for two consecutive months.  It 
pays to be such a great employee – along with each award he  
received a $20 gift certificate.  Go Richard! 
 
Bravo to Michael Harley  – Michael, who works as a librarian assistant at the Larch-
mont Public Library, has been recognized by his supervisor for excelling at his position 
during a recent library transition.  Michael moved seamlessly from working in the chil-
dren’s room to the adult section by taking on additional tasks.  Way to go Michael! 

 
 

 
 
 

Words of Praise — Letters to CAREERS  
 

Dear Ms. Cornish-Lauria: 
 

   My purpose in writing this letter is to bring to your attention the high level of profes-
sionalism and expertise of a job developer/job coach in your agency.  I have had the 
good fortune to converse with Rebecca Appleyard and witness her perseverance and 
determination in making the Wal-Mart job a success for my son, Craig.  I appreciate  
Rebecca’s attention to Craig’s needs and her dedication in helping him transition back 
into the “world of employment.” 
   I suspect that our experience is not a unique one with Rebecca, and I would like to 
commend her for her commitment! 
 

Sincerely, 
   Linda Haviland – Linda’s son, Craig, has been a CAREERS’ client since 1998. 
 

Dear Ms. Cornish-Lauria: 
 

   I am taking this opportunity to let you know what a great experience it has been to 
work with Mary Filipponi.  Over the last seven years, I have observed Mary at work, and 
she has always been completely professional.  She has always been patient with her  
client, kind but firm when necessary, yet always patient. 
   Mary has always responded promptly when my staff or I have had questions or prob-
lems regarding her client.  She did everything possible to make this a successful work 
experience for both the client and the library . . . . 
   My staff and I have nothing but the highest praise for Mary Filipponi.  She has been a 
tireless advocate for her client, caring, concerned and dedicated to making this experi-
ence a success.  We feel fortunate to have had the chance to work with Mary. 
 

Sincerely, 
   Mary C. Donnery , Director of the Croton Free Library 

    
Dear Blair and CAREERS: 
 

   Thank you for giving me and my family a very Merry Christmas.  If it wasn’t for you, 
our Christmas wouldn’t have been so merry!   
   I appreciate everything that CAREERS has done for my family and me at work!  You 
have been a guiding and very helpful light in my life, and for that I thank you all. 
 

Love, 
       Michele Flores , CAREERS’ Client since 2003   
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CAREERS Honors  
     Senator Stewart-Cousins  
  

Executive Director Tina Cornish-Lauria and  
CAREERS’ client Paul Loomis presented Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins with a 2008 Award of  
Appreciation in the CAREERS’ Valhalla office.   
CAREERS honored Senator Stewart-Cousins for her 
work in procuring a $10,000 Legislative Grant for the 
fiscal year 2008-2009. 
 
“CAREERS for People with Disabilities is a lifeline 
for many deserving people in Westchester and Put-
nam Counties, and I commend the services they 
provide,” said Andrea Stewart-Cousins.  “I am 
thrilled to receive this august honor from this incredi-
ble organization.” 
 
Senator Stewart-Cousins brings many years of com-
munity involvement and public service to her office, 
and in her role as Senator she has continued her 
commitment to procure much-needed funding for so-
cial services, including support for people with dis-
abilities. “We thank and commend the Senator for 
her efforts, which allow us to continue our mis-
sion to insure that all disabled individuals 
achieve social and financial independence 
through employment,” Tina Cornish-Lauria said. 
 

 

Partners for Success  
If you’ve ever been unemployed, you know the first 
and most important step in landing a new job is hav-
ing the right mental attitude. Our experienced staff 
spends considerable time and effort providing sup-
port services - including helping each person be-
come more positive and realistic. However, if some-
one isn’t mentally and emotionally ready for a job, 
what is already a challenging task can become 
monumental. For over a year, CAREERS has part-
nered with the Westchester Independent Living 
Center (WILC) to ensure the job readiness and 
success of individuals with disabilities. 
 

“Looking for and landing a job is a time-consuming 
and challenging process,” Jennifer Retacco,  
CAREERS’ Valhalla Program Coordinator says.  “If 
someone isn’t ready to get a job, it can be a long, 
uphill climb to get work he or she is suited for and 
enjoys.  WILC’s Partners for Success Program 
helps individuals prepare for their job search by 
helping people with disabilities prepare themselves 
mentally and emotionally for job readiness and 
achievement.   

                                                             

WILC’s Program Coordinator, Victor Clark said: 
“This program is about attitude change – so that 
when a person utilizes the services of an agency 
like CAREERS they are ready to be successful.  
Before someone can get and hold onto a job, a per-
son’s attitude has to be positive and realistic.”   
   

Each month, up to 15 people meet for six days with 
Victor at WILC to focus on personal awareness, re-
sponsibility and empowerment. Participants identify 
and set realistic goals and accept responsibility and 
accountability for the direction and achievement of 
those goals. The majority of people who complete 
the Partners for Success Program then come to 
CAREERS for job placement in their communities.     

 

 “Our Partnership with WILC’s Work Readiness 
Program is an ideal match,”  CAREERS’ Execu-
tive Director Tina Cornish-Lauria, says.  “Their  
program empowers and prepares people for the 
job search, which enables us to concentrate on 
getting and keeping them employed.”   

 

The success rate for placing people in jobs who 
have utilized the services of both Partners for  
Success and CAREERS is extremely high – 100 % 
of the people from the program who actively commit 
to working with CAREERS after going through the 
program obtain jobs!  “Our partnership is a win-win 
situation for everyone,” Jennifer says.  “The clients 
that come to CAREERS are really ready to work, 
and we help them get employed and stay em-
ployed – for the long-term.”  

CAREERS’ client Paul Loomis and Executive  
Director Tina Cornish-Lauria accepted a check and 

honored Senator Stewart-Cousins with  
an Award of Appreciation. 

Jackie James  
remains success-

fully employed at 
Wal-Mart as a photo 
clerk after using the  

collaborative  
services of both  
CAREERS and 

Partners for Success. 
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GRANTS                  
Mastercard                            
Senator Stewart-Cousins  
   Legislative Grant  
Westchester Independent Living Ctr  
United Way of Westchester  
   & Putnam                           
Senator Leibell Legislative Grant 
Senator Spano Legislative Grant 
Louise & Arde Bulova Foundation 
Walmart                                 
Costco                                   
J. M. McDonald Foundation 
Senator Oppenheimer Leg. Grant     
Diversified Investment Advisors 
Hudson City Savings Bank               
             
GENERAL DONATIONS       
Robert J. & Karen E. Warren 
American Progressive           
Diageo North America Foundation    
Howard J. & Adrienne Forbes 
Michael & Melissa Chisholm 
Gelfand Generations, Inc.      
Adimari Family Foundation  
Irene Thompson                    
Sam's Club                            
Eric Forbes                            
Lions Club of Valhalla            
Gail Mulvaney                       
Jean Treco                            
William Pisano                       
Harry Phillips III                     
Renee Simon              
Alan & Joan Guthrie   
Christopher & Allie Fischer    
Irwin Berger                           
Jean & Robert Treco  
Jonathan & Ellen Wynn         
Martin Regan              
Mary Anne Regan                 
Michael Carniol Philanthropic  
   Foundation                         
Michael Schansinger  
Nancy Canetti                        
Randall & Dana Wiston         
Regina Spain              
Robert Steinberger                
Frank & Irene Zuccarello       
Howard Forbes                      
Albert & Phyllis Forbes          
Ira & Joan Austin                   
 

  Joel & Aimee Burstein Feerst 
John Cunnally, Jr.                
June Frankel                       
Nancy & Nicolai Canetti       
Douglas Mackey                  
Francis & Anne Shanahan   
Gail & Herbert Glick             
Jacob Gordon                      
Jodi Katz                             
Robert Warren                     
Staci & Mitchell Krell            
Stephen & Linda Gerstman  
Christopher & Janice Reymen 
Bill & Pat Troy                     
Global Impact                      
John & Adela Gladwell        
Marilynn Lobbe                    
Muriel Cornish                     
Mutual of America               
Nea & Kim Tompkins           
W.F. & L.L. Suss                 
Sara Capecci                       
James & Barbara O'Grady   
Michael & Melinda Dolinsky 
Melissa Brod                       
Maria Portela                       
Tanya Horton                      
Ann Sayre                           
Diana Atkin                          
Janice & Andrew Kolesar    
Scott & Keri-Ann Troy          
Timothy Troy 
                                 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION  
SPONSORSHIPS 
American Progressive         
Casper & Fischer, LLP        
John & Brenda Fareri          
Shoprite Supermarkets        
United Martial Arts Centers 
                     
JOURNAL  ADS 
Flaghouse Inc.                     
Hudson Valley Chapter of IFMA 
Apple Bank for Savings       
Appliance Sales Plus           
CAREERS Board of Directors 
Four Winds Hospital            
Fred Schildwachter & Sons, Inc. 
James Quinn & Audra Edele 
Marshall Oil Co.                   
Occupations, Inc                  
 

Peter Cuomo - Allstate Insurance 
Photo File                            
Printing Solutions                 
Putnam Hospital Center       
Sarah Glickenhaus              
The Meetinghouse Restaurant 
Adimari Family                     
Cafe Piccolo                        
Church of Immaculate Heart of Mary  
Feehan Insurance Agency   
Howard & Adrienne Forbes  
Holbrook Cottage                 
Kathleen Dolan                    
Kidz Country                        
Littman Krooks LLP              
Louise Cofini                        
Putnam County Savings Bank 
RC Electronic Solutions       
Rudolph & Sigrid Meyer       
Re/Max Star Realty - Larry Zacks 
Siteworks Contracting Corp 
Thunder Ridge Ski Area      
West Side Auto Parts           
West. Putnam Contracting Corp. 
Westphalian Provision Co.   
Accent on Learrning Child Care 
Action Fuel Oil Corp             
Advanced Automotive          
Advocates for the Disabled  
Alan Felicione                      
Anthony & Barbara Cutri      
Boys & Girls Clubs of N Westchester  
Cacciatore's Trattoria & Pizza 
Carmel Dental Associates 
Carmel Movieplex 8             
Carvel of Carmel                  
Crown Trophy                      
Deborah Davidson   
Don Fleming Yacht Services 
Andrew & Maureen Durkin 
Edible Arrangements of Carmel 
Ellen Mancini                       
Evelyn Axelrod Adikes         
Frank & Joe's Deli                
Frank & Marie Migliaccio     
Giselle Robinson                
Greenbaum Insurance Services 
Gualtieri Construction                    
Happy Feet Dance School   
Howard Rowland                            
Hudson Valley Gateway  
   Chamber of Commerce                

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following donations in 2008: 
 

This list includes gifts received between January 1 , 2008 and December 31, 2008.   
If your name was omitted or listed incorrectly, ple ase let us know by calling (914) 741-8500. 
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Luke Retacco-Washington Mutual 
Kevin & Verleta Nicholson 
Lefurgy Family                    
Magnolia's                           
Margaret Lopuzzo               
Mercadante's Deli and Catering 
Merritt Agency, Inc.             
Montessori School              
Edward Morvillo                  
North Castle Market & Deli  
Over the Rainbow Learning Ctr. 
Patrick & Catherine Culhane 
Pat's Valhalla Deli               
Paul Loomis                         
Phyllis Loomis                     
Pre-Cycled Commercial Printers 
Printcraft, Inc.                      
Putnam Federal Credit Union 
Putnam Ridge Rehab          
Richard & Joan Reinhardt   
Robert & Beverly Milich       
Sacred Heart Gifts              
Sal Tripi, CPA                     
Samuel Scheer                   
Somers Mobil Mart              
Stop & Shop, N. White Plains 
Stop & Shop, New Rochelle 
Stop & Shop, White Plains  
Terry Bergendorff-Collins    
Victor Cannistra, CPA         
Walter & Carol Straub         
Florence Treulieb                
Jean Treco                          
Robert & Karen Warren       
Tangredi & Associates        
The UPS Store                    
Tri- County Renovations     
Trustco Bank                       
Vera Thompson - Tupperware 
Westchester Bldg. & Design Co. 
 
GENERAL  DONATIONS 
Nieco Trucking                    
Stop & Shop                        
Alayne Vlachos                   
Robert & Dorothy Rainier    
Alayne & H. Mitchell Vlachos 
Jack Mathews                     
Jean Treco                          
Juanita Wigfall                     
Alexander Dunn                  
Craig Treco                         
Daniel Jacobius - Met Life   
Harry & Denise Pallett         
James & Janet Kokiadis      
Philip & Carol Cerreta         
William T. & Kenneth Lyons 
 

Roberta Mehler                   
Agnes Cavalli                      
Andrew & Maureen Durkin  
Ellen Parker                         
Ellen Valladares                  
George  Endres                   
Joanne Reichbach              
John & Kathleen Fitzgerald  
Katherine Cannizzaro          
Loretta Dalena                    
MaryAnn Martino                 
Pat & Geraldine Scalfaro     
Warren Forbes                    
Stephen Kleinman               
Mary Kunert                         
Betty Anne Jackson            
 
RAFFLE  TICKETS 
Irene Thompson                  
John & Donna Cappelli       
John & Nancy Burkley         
Mark & Susan Reynolds      
Robert Warren                    
Giselle Robinson                 
J. L. Treco                           
Philip & Annette Adimari      
Andrew & Maureen Durkin  
Anthony & Claire Hoch        
Barbara Cutri                       
Betty Anne Jackson            
Edward Morvillo                  
Eileen Perdick                     
Eleanor Mines                     
Ellen Parker                         
Evelyn Adikes                     
Florence & Karen Treulieb  
Frank & Frances Viola         
Gary & Marie Newman        
Geraldine & Pasquale Scalfaro 
Gerard & Kathleen Shallo    
Jeanne Campbell                
John & Janet Strilowich       
Juanita Wigfall                     
Karl & Frances Melnychuk  
Margaret & Frances Welch  
Margaret Lopuzzo               
Maria Portela                       
Marie & Thomas O'Connor  
Nancy & Angelo Tetro         
Nina Morton                         
Oregon Sentry Hardware    
Ralph Canzone                   
Raymond & Helen See        
Roberta Mehler                   
Rudolph Meyer                    
Stephanie Sposili                
Walter & Carol Straub         
 

William & Lynn Cook           
Rose Williams                     
John Lefurgy                       
Patrick & Catherine Culhane 
Beverly & Robert Milich       
Beverly A. Milich                  
Deborah & Robert O'Donnell 
Deborah Davidson   
Ellen Mancini                       
Gregory Mancini                  
Iris Brown                            
Medical Research Consulting 
Robert Rainier                     
Samuel & Zachary Scheer 
 
ANNUAL APPEAL              
James & Pauline Gardner 
Craig Treco              
John & Linda Signorini        
Renee Simon                      
Deborah & Richard Yoken 
Denise Treco                       
Donald & Janet Fleming      
Helen Murphy                      
Mike & Alayne Vlachos        
Carolyn & Don Devito          
Gregg Popkin                      
Gregory & Carlotta Gramas 
Herman & Barbara Geist     
Immaculate Heart of Mary   
   Church                             
Jack Mathews                     
Janice Kolesar                    
Jonathan & Ellen Wynn       
Mel Treco                            
Michael & Therese Driscoll 
Michael Barbieri DDS          
Palmer Agency                    
Printing Solutions                
Renee Simon                      
Richard Meyer                     
Robert & Gail Goodman Davis 
William & Mary Jane Sinnott 
Andrew & Maureen Durkin 
Anthony & Claire Hoch        
Arlyne & Frank Lessa          
Barry & Catherine Gassman 
Bonnie & Frank Chianca     
Doris Stanley                       
Frank Lessa & Peter Bell  
Frederick & Christina Cowles 
Gregory & Carlotta Gramas 
Jesmond Spiteri                  
John & Janet Strilowich       
Joseph & Georgianne Berte 
Mary Zingaro                       
 

                        Continued on page 6 
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ANNUAL APPEAL  
Patrick Brosnan 
Samuel Scheer 
Suzanne & Gary Stein 
Walter Metzger                    
William & Kenneth Lyons    
Joseph & Linda Melnick      
Robert & Esther Palermo    
Bonnie & Frank Chianca     
Jeanne Campbell                
Alan & Joan Guthrie            
Betty Anne Jackson            
Crown Trophy                      
Daniel & Rhonda Jacobius  
Doris Stanley                      
Edward Morvillo                  
Frank Migliorelli                   
Howard & Beatrice Rowland 
Jan & Shelly Seide              
John & Janet Strilowich       
John & Maria Gregory         
Karl Melnychuk                   
Nea & Kim Tompkins          
Linda Haviland                    
Margaret Lopuzzo               
Mary Lederer                      
Paul & Rosemary Ferone    
Personal Podiatry P.C.        
Phyllis Loomis                     
Rita Sharples                      
Warren Forbes                    
Westchester Bldg & Design Co. 
Frank Zuccarello                 
Gilbert Backerman              
Mary Kunert                         
Edward Morvillo                  
Margaret & Frances Welch  
Maria Portela                      
Roberta Mehler                   
David Milone                     
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS APPEAL  
Michael Chipman                
Philip J. Kiamie                   
Brad & Jill Okun                  
Dan Sauerhaft                     
Jeffrey & Kimberly Vangundy 
Robert & Abigail Kirsch       
Liz & Tim James Shollenberger 
Harry Phillips III                   
Lori & Stuart Grover            
Bruce F. Ripepi                   
Glenn & Patricia Rossman  
Irene & Lawrence Carmel   
Jerry Thompson                  
Jim & Peggy Flood              
 

John & Audrey Furfaro        
Judith Houlihan                   
Renata Rigney                    
Robert & Laura Medway      
Robert & Lisa Murphy         
Roslyn Halper                     
The Wiston Family              
T. Paron-Compass Capital Mgmt  
Alan Scott & Joan Guthrie   
Feinstein Family                  
Jeanne & Randy Coon        
Michael Barbieri DDS          
Patrick & Lori Brosnan        
Stanley & Hillary Kerpel       
Dr. Alec Perlson                  
Drs. Debra & Daniel Leonard 
Lawrence & Mina Nokes     
Lori & Sadakichi Robbins    
Wayne McCants                  
Betsy Krieger                      
Jayne Wiprovnick                
Julia G. Murphy                   
Kevin & Maureen Mirabile   
Lydia Barkley                      
Mary Lederer                       
Richard & Helen Lynn         
Richard Dowd                     
Robert L. Stickney               
Suzi & Gary Stein                
Edward & Terry Schwartz    
Carol Young                       
 

MONTHLY SUSTAINERS 
John & Elizabeth Gogola     
Louise J. Cofini                   
Philip & Annette Adimari      
Martin Regan                      
Jay & Shelly Seide              
Frank & Marie Migliacco      
Ellen Perdick                       
Deborah Davidson              
Karl & Frances Melnychuk  
K. Meslener & F. Treulieb    
Stephen Gillingham             
Juanita Wigfall                     
Geraldine & Pasquale Scalfaro 
Loretta Dalena                    
Patrick & Catherine Culhane 
 

NEWSLETTER        
Monroe & Barbara Carmel  
Sarah Glickenhaus              
PBA of Pleasantville            
Albert & Phyllis Forbes        
Debbi Ostrovsky                  
Jack & Carol Ullman            
Renee Simon                      
Richard Meyer                     

Stanley & Fredericka Stern 
Tunstead & Schechter         
William A. Cook                   
William Costa                      
Eleanor Mines                     
Craig Treco              
David & Karen Blumenthal  
Frederick Cowles                
Gregg & Joan Popkin          
Harold & Jodi Levine           
Ina Grober                
Ira Austin                  
James Kokiadis                   
Joan Pearlman                    
Lois Kerr-Sceppaquercia     
Michael Driscoll                   
Ruth Dewey              
Andrew & Maureen Durkin  
Frank & Ruth Migliorelli       
Greenbaum Insurance Services  
Jim Pinsley               
John & Janet Strilowich       
John Gregory                      
John McNamara                  
Lynn Magrone                     
Mary Lederer                       
Michael Dimilta                    
Michael Mendelsohn           
Phyllis Loomis                     
Salvatore Greco                  
Samuel Scheer                    
Sarah Kim                
Shoprite                   
Tanya Miller              
Kim & Nea Tompkins           
Gilbert Backerman   
Louis & Jennifer Ingoglia     
Walter Lindstrom                 
Betty Anne Jackson            
Emily Cornacchio                
Maria Portela                       
Roberta Mehler                   
Salvatore Cianfaglione        
David & Patricia Milone       
 
E-MAIL APPEAL      
Jonathon & Maggie Kendall 
Richard & Dina Kamerman  
Judith & William Kendall      
Ralph Riley               
Greenbaum Insurance Services 
 

DONATIONS IN HONOR OF:  
The Birth of Casey Guthrie Fischer 
   From Robert & Karen Warren 
 

May Richstone, who recently   
    died at 101 years old 
   From Jack & Carol Ullman 

Page 6 



SPECIAL  TRIBUTE DONATIONS TO: 
 

Phil & Tom Adimari 
From Dina Adimari & Rich Kamerman 

 

Tom Adimari 
From The Spiteri Family 

 

Elaine & Steve Dreyer 
From Debbie & Richard Yoken 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Goldberg 
From Greenbaum Insurance Services 

 

Jeffrey Jackson 
From Betty Anne Jackson 

 

Maggie Dukes Kendall 
From Judy & Bill Kendall      

 

Paul Loomis 
From Phyllis Loomis 

 

Sadie McSwain 
From Margaret & Frances Welch 

 

Marci Mehler 
 From Bobby Mehler 

 

Ariel Rowland 
Beatrice & Howard Rowland 

 

Robin Scheer 
From Zachary Scheer 

 

Jason Strilowich 
From Mary Kunert 

From John & Janet Strilowich 
 

Scott Treco 
From Mel & Cheryl Treco 

 

Warren Family 
From Catherine Gassmer 

 

Kate Warren 
From Nancy & Nicolai Canetti 

   From Joan and Gregg Popkin 

IN MEMORY OF  
Mel Treco 

From Denise Treco 
 

 

DONATIONS IN HONOR OF ERIC FORBES 
 

Eric Forbes, brother of CAREERS’ client 
Warren Forbes, celebrated a milestone birthday 
recently. Being the generous person he is, Eric  
requested that his friends make donations to  
CAREERS in lieu of gifts.   
 

Thank you to Eric for his generous gesture, and to 
the following friends and family who made contri-
butions in honor of Eric’s birthday: 
 

        Irwin & Marjorie Berger 
        Melissa Brod 
        Michael & Melinda Dolinksy 
        Albert & Phyllis Forbes 
        Bernie & June Frankel 
        Stephen & Linda Gerstman 
        Herbert & Gail Glick 
        Jacob & Jill Gordon 
        Staci Krell 
        Michael Carniol Philanthropic Fund    
        Christopher & Janice Reynen 
        Michael Schansinger 
 
 

CAREERS’ CLIENT RECEIVES LONGEVITY AWARD 
 

Patty Polacek received the prestigious Employee 
Longevity Award at the National Disability Employ-
ment Awareness Month Breakfast held in October. 
Patty, the sole recipient of the award, has success-
fully fulfilled the demands of her job as a courier at 
the Westchester Medical Center in Valhalla for 24  
years. 
 

Through the years, CAREERS has provided job sup-
port and assistance to Patty as her employer, super-
visor and job duties have changed.  “Patty has over-
come challenging obstacles and circumstances and 
remained a dedicated and loyal employee of the 
Medical Center for two and a half decades,” Tina 
Cornish-Lauria, says.  “She truly deserves this 
award.” 
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Patty Polacek, 
right, with her 

CAREERS  
Employment 
Specialist, 

Cassie 
Monahan. 

            

THANKS TO BRIA CARTITHANKS TO BRIA CARTITHANKS TO BRIA CARTI NG CO, NG CO, NG CO,    
   

Thank you to Bria Carting (914-277-8897) who 
donated their services to help CAREERS move 
and dispose of decades-old office furniture and 
move in three donated desks to help make our 
offices more functional for staff and clients. 
 

Bria Carting is a family-owned sanitation busi-
ness that provides residential service, dumpster 
rentals, and has a transfer station in Somers 
where people can dispose of items. “We at Bria 
actively give back to the community, and are 
happy to extend our services to a worthy organi-
zation such as CAREERS,” Sharon Bria says. 
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CCCOLLABORATIONOLLABORATIONOLLABORATION  B B BENEFITSENEFITSENEFITS E E EVERYONEVERYONEVERYONE!!!                  
                                 

Bryan Reilly already knew that employees with disabilities perform as well or better than other workers even be-
fore research conducted by DuPont was published.  DuPont’s study shows that employees with disabilities equal 
or exceed coworkers without disabilities in job performance, attendance, and attention to safety.   Reilly’s knowl-
edge comes first-hand:  as Vice President of Operations at Photo File, he has hired four CAREERS’ clients 
within the past two years.  Photo File, located in Mt. Kisco, is a leading manufacturer of sports photography in 
the nation.  “The people we have hired from CAREERS have all been extremely punctual and considerate – 
really ideal workers,” Reilly said. 
 

CAREERS’ client Ken Lyons began working at Photo File in July 2007 doing warehouse production. From the 
outset, Ken impressed his co-workers and management with his dedication.  “Ken is a good, hard worker who is 
here every day, is always on time, and cares about and wants his job,” Reilly said.  “He is a gentle, kind soul 
who gets along with everyone beautifully – his positive outlook is infectious.”  Ken is extremely happy working at 
Photo File and has recently taken on additional responsibilities in both the boxing/packaging and shipping de-
partments. He is also the designated “Fire Marshal” for the company, checking every fire extinguisher in the 
building monthly to make sure each one is functional.  Like many companies this past year, Photo File has laid 
off some employees because of the difficult economy.  “Ken was not even remotely considered,” Reilly said.  
“He made the cut based on merit.”  

According to Employment Specialist Blair Wilson, another CA-
REERS’ client has done so well at his job at Photo File that he was 
recently promoted to a supervisory position.  Jason Emery began 
working at Photo File in 2007 as a Picker/Packer at the same time 
he was enrolled at the Rochester Institute of Technology National 
Technical Institute for the Deaf program.  In order to complete the 
program, he needed to obtain an  internship within a company.  
Photo File didn’t waver in providing him with a paid internship, as 
well as a full-time position after he graduated.  “Jason is irreplace-
able,” Reilly said.  “He is a bright, articulate young man with a terrific 
future ahead of him.”  Six months ago, Jason was promoted to    
Assistant Assembly Manager earning a salary increase and addi-
tional responsibilities. 
 

Blair has worked with Photo File over the past two years, and is im-
pressed with the company, its facilities and its commitment to  

 people with disabilities.  “It has been a real pleasure working with 
and developing a positive relationship with Photo File; they have always been so kind to CAREERS and to our 
clients who have joined their team,” Blair said. 
 

Bryan Reilly is also impressed.  “CAREERS has a great program.  We’re honored and thrilled that we’ve been 
able to build a relationship with them,” according to Reilly.  “When the economy turns around we will definitely be 
interested in interviewing more people from CAREERS – they’ve been terrific.” 

Thank you for your contribution to our supported work program!Thank you for your contribution to our supported work program!Thank you for your contribution to our supported work program!Thank you for your contribution to our supported work program!  

Your contribution is tax-deductible to the limit allowed by law. 

CAREERS client Jason Emery,  
Photo File VP Bryan Reilly,  

CAREERS’ client Ken Lyons and  
CAREERS’ Employment Specialist  

Blair Wilson at Photo File in Mt. Kisco. 

People with disabilities are adversely affected more than most and our services are needed now more than 
ever.  It is imperative that we continue to fundraise throughout the year. Every dollar we receive enables  
CAREERS to get people jobs and provide the long-ter m support they need to keep them.  Be assured 
that your donations are well spent, and that there is absolutely no “pork” in our budget – the maj ority of 
our funding goes directly toward providing needed s ervices.    
 

CAREERS has once again earned the Better Business B ureau Accredited Charity Seal -- only given to 
charities that meet rigorous standards.  We are truly dedicated to our mission and proud of our fiscal responsi-
bility.  Please send your tax-deductible donation to CAREERS  today.  Together, we can help individuals 
with disabilities become – and stay – employed. 


